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.' J ody Von Pless, of 
Fairmount, performs 

as Marilyn Monroe 
singing "Sandra D" 
during an artist work­
shop Sunday at Syra­
cuse Stage by SlY 
drama students and 
members of the com­
munity with disabilities. 

Replacement of bridge in Manlius will take five months I:] 
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Family ·must fmd another. church 
Diocese unfair, says man 
whose childhood church, now 
Sf. Mary Mission, will dose. 

By Ngoc Huynh 
Staff writer 

Ben McGann moved from 
Syracuse to Jamesville about 15 
years ago, to be close to his 
childhood church, St. Mary. 

McGann, his wife, Debbie, 
and their four children live four 
houses down from what is now 
St. Mary Mission. They often 
walk there for Mass. 

Soon, however, they'll have to 
find a new church . . 
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Syracuse 
Bishop James 
Moynihan an­
nounced Sat­
urday that St. 
Mary will 
close July 1. 

Its telTitory, assets, debtS and re­
cords will go to Holy Cross 
Church in DeWitt. 

The bishop's announcement is 
part of the second round of 
changes in the reconfiguration 
plan for the seven-county 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Syr­
acuse. St. .Stephen Church in ' 
Syracuse and St. Peter Mission 
in Split Rock will close Aug. 16. 
At least 12 more churches in 
Onondaga and Oswego counties 
will close within 18 months be­
cause of mergers. 

McGann, 52, said he'is disap­
pointed but not surprised. The 
diocese has lost touch with local 
churches, he said. 

"The demographics have 
changed and suburbia is grow­
ing," he s·aid."The neighbor­
hood here is booming. We were 
hoping that we would be able to 

maintain our mission status." 
In the past several years, 

McGann said a committee at St. 
Mary has worked diligently to 
raise money, volunteer and re­
search ways to keep their parish 
open. Their suggestions were ig-
nored, he said. . 

McGann said parishioners 
have worked hard and dug deep 
in their pockets to help the dio­
cese during its Heritage Cam­
paign. Now, he said, the diocese 
is treating them unfairly. 

In 1999, the, diocese launched 
an aggressive $33 million fund­
raising campaign by knocking 

on doors and seeking person==n-;; 
donations to help Cathol:- 1-
schools, youth programs, ch<L..-a: 
ities and parislies. 

McGann said the diocese 
goals included keeping sm(l; _a. __ 
parishes and Catholic �s�c�h�o�o �~� :=:-:oj 

open and increasing vocations 
the religious life. 

"They failed, and now the �d �3�i�~� 
ocese comes across in a �c�o�n�d �~�~� 
scending manner that it's the �p �~�'�k� --. 
rishioners' fault that these �t�h�i�n �"�'�p �-�~�p�-�­

are happening,'.' McGann said. 
Ngoc Huynh can be reached at 
nhuynh@syracuse.com or 470-2179. 
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