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PJiest shortage 

Hi Danielle , 

Hy name is Kati e Clinton and I am a practicing Catholic trying to make sense 
of what 15 happening in our parishes . 

I know that Bishop Hoynihan i s trying to "plan for the future " with t he church 
closings and recent priest appointments . Howeve r , what I don 't unders ta nd is 
why there are some pa r ishes wi th more than one priest in residence and why 
others had t o close. Ho l y Cross , for example, has three priests in residence. 
Other parishes have retired priests in residence who would be willing to 

offer mass once a week and woul d be welccmed at any of the churches slated for 
closure . 

St. Mary's, i n Jamesville, was a "mission" o r Mquazi parish" of Holy Cross and 
was able to ma inta in i tself without the adminis t r ative support of a priest, 
however it was s l ated to close . It only required a priest for its week ly 
service. 

St. Andrew' s and St. Lucy ' s have a priest \.Iho is willing to cont inue serving 
both par i shes , but still the Bishop insists on closing one within the next 18 
months (even though the two parishes serve very diverse communities ) . 

I have tried to come t o terms with these decisions. but I need further 
explanation as to why communities are be ing torn apart and people are turni ng 
away from the faith. 

I appreciate you taking the time to explai~ this to me. 

Sincerely, 

Katie Clinton 

, 
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