











Sincerely in Christ,

St. Mary’s Pastoral and Financial Council Members and Parishioners
signatures can be found on page 10 of 5-26-07 Canonical Appeal

St. Mary’s Pastoral, Financial and Parishioners signatures (86) can also be
found in exhibit 4 of our 5-26-07 Administrative Recourse letter.

Cc:  Cardinal Hummes
Archbishop Sambi
Bishop Costello
Rev. James P. Lang
Diocesan College of Consultors




Factors that will “trigger” a conversation about parish realignment with a
neighboring parish — 3 positive answers will ‘trigger’ conversation.

1. The age of the Pastor is over 70

2. The parish is using the diocese as a Bank (i.e. Fails to pay insurances, etc in a
timely manner)

3. The parish debt is greater than its schedule A income.

4. The parish has unauthorized or unbudgeted capital project or projects in excess
of the total maximum threshold of 10k.

5. The parish fails to provide timely reports: parish budgets, financial reports, or
trustee process.

6. The parish’s worshiping congregation is able to fit conveniently into one
celebration in the parish Church.

7. The parish is located within one mile of another in urban areas, within 3 miles in
all other areas

8. The median age of practicing parishioners is over 68 or more than 70% of the
practicing parishioners are over age 60.

9. The relationship between the number of baptisms and funerals over the most
recent three - five year period demonstrates that funerals outpace baptism 4 to 3
(25% higher).

10. The cost of accomplishing the deferred maintenance of the parish buildings
exceeds the parish schedule A in the current fiscal year.

11. Priest to worshiper ratio/density is less than the standard determined by the
diocesan bishop.

12. Lack of plans for promoting vocations, encouraging evangelization, youth
ministry, stewardship or comprehensive religious education within the parish or
as a PCA.

13. Special consideration is given to those communities who have presented a
seminarian for training or celebrated the ordination of a diocesan priest ‘native
son’ during the last 25 years.

Exceptions from these standards may be created in writing by the Diocesan Bishop
for specialized mission; special needs related to the diocesan mission; the
complexity of the location; special parochial ministry (IE. School locations, Campus
Ministry, etc)




