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sense of the needs and future of the pastoral care of the people and seven counties [5600
square miles] entrusted to his care. When unanimous consensus was reached among the
Consultors, the Presbyteral Council met in Canon 515.2 hearings to make a
recommendation to the bishop.

You are likely aware, Bishop Moynihan holds a doctorate in Canon Law. He is confidant
that he has acted appropriately canohically and pastorally to assure the care of the people
of the diocese. He understands the sense of loss that accompanies the closing of St. Mary’s
Jamesville and your concerns about its merger into Holy Cross. He espouses the canonical
principals that a pastor should have one parish, and is striving, in this diocesan wide
process, to assure long-term pastoral stability throughout the entire diocese.

It is the bishop’s intention that the care of the people and the territory of St. Mary’s will
continue to be entrusted to the pastor of Holy Cross, Dewitt, and that the resources of St.
Mary's assure the continued care of the people of Jamesville. Holy Cross and St. Mary’s
share a common territory, school district, and they are separated by less than five miles
and require ten minutes of travel time from parish campus to parish campus. As it does in
the current relationship to its mission, Holy Cross is easily able to provide for the pastoral
care of Jamesville at its Dewitt parish. Indeed this action will allow a more responsible
stewardship of resources.

Let us continue to pray for one another. Ultimately the ability of the Church to care for
the people of the diocese challenges us to embrace the future at this time. With every
good wish, personal regard, and promise of prayer, | remain,
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