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Community have been fully apprised of the processes of the diocese with regard to the, ::: 

dearth of priests and the changing demographic and resources of the area. Indeed, at the I 
time of his 2004 retirement Father Wood indicated to the trustees, pastoral council and 

parishioners that he anticipated that St. Mary's in jamesville would be closed in a merger 

to a neighboring parish . 

As your letter to Archbishop Sambi and Cardinal Hummes was accompanied by limited 

documentation, I will be providing them with full process documentation. This 

docume-ntation wi ll include the minutes of the St. Mary's and Holy Cross pastoral councils 

\ during the last calendar year. The documentation indicates an affirmation of the plan and 

each pastoral council agrees to timetable for collaboration between Holy Cross and st. 

\ , 

\ '\, Mary. 'PC ' . , 

The transition from an independent parish to a 'mission' was shared with the people of St. 

Mary's and Holy Cross in written and verbal [in Church] forms as these actions were taken. 

I note a lack of clarity in the matter of who determines the organization of diocesan 

parishes; these �d�e�c�i�s�~�n�s� are the sole province of the Diocesan Bishop, albeit he must 

follow the norm of Canon- S1S.2. The contention that the Episcopal Vicar for Parishes 
realigned a parish is without merit. \. ;' 

I 

Similarly inaccurate is the contention that any element of the pastoral planning process 

was undocumented or secc.et. Diocesan Bishops from 1983 to the current moment have 

made significant efforts to assure that every member of the diocese is fully apprised of the 

actions necessary to affect a thriving loca l church in the future . The full consultative 

process is described in Bishop Moynihan's 2001 Pastoral Letter, the correspondence sent 

to priests at his direction in june 2006, and in numerous items shared during his tenure as 

diocesan bishop. Indeed, the appropriate representatives of St. Mary's �~�s�.�v�. �i�U�e� 

participated in the activity of the 'pastoral care area' �a�n �~ �T�h�e� report sent to the 

bishop in response to the Thanksgiving mandate. Allow me t o note that the general form, 
of the bishop's determination regarding St. Mary's in j amesville is found in Plan 1 - A of 

\- . 
the PCA group's Thanksgiving report to the bishop. 'i 

The pastoral planning process has not been conducted in secret; the major public 

elements of it are located at on the Internet at www.syrdio.org/pastoralp lann ing . 

"Equipping the Saints for the Work of Ministry," Bishop Moynihan's 2001 Pastoral Letter is 

widely distr ibuted. Twenty thousand copies of the pastoral letter were distributed through 

parishes, and each household in the diocese re ce ived a summary of the pastoral by direct 
mail. 

Upon the reception of the reports of the Pastoral Care Area planning groups, the reports 

of each area together with all available correspondence were provided to the members of 

the College of Consultors. This Canonical group is used by Bishop Moynihan to develop a 
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sense of the needs and future of the pastoral care of the people and seven counties [5600 

square miles] entrusted to his ca re . When unanimous consensus was reached among the 

Consultors, the Presbyteral Council met in Canon 515.2 hearings to make a 
recommendation to the bishop. 

You are likely aware, Bishop Moynihan h9lds a doctorate in Canon Law! He is confidant 

that he has acted appropriately canonically and pastorally to assure the' care of the people 

of the diocese. He understands the sense of loss that accompanies the closing of St. Mary's 

Jamesvi lle and your concerns about its merger into Holy Cross. He ~s pouses the canonical 
:erincipals that a pastor should have one parish, and is striving, in this diocesan wide 

process, to assure long-term past oral stability throughout the entire diocese. 

It is the bishop's intention that the ca re of the people and the territory of St. Mary's will 

continue to be entrusted to the pastor of Holy Cross, Dewitt, and that the resources of St. 
Mary's assure the continued care of the people of Jamesville. Holy Cross and s t. Mary's 

share a common territory, school district, and they are separated by less than five miles 

and require ten minutes of travel time from parish campus to parish campus. As it (Toes in 

the current relationship to its mission, Holy Cross is easily able to provide for the pastoral 

care of Jamesville at its Dewitt parish. Indeed this action will a!low a more responsible 
stewardship of resources. \ -., , ~. 'J \ . 

Let us continue to pray for one another. Ultimately the ability of the Chu rch to care for 

the people of the diocese challenges us to embrace the future at t his time. With every 
good wish, personal regard, and promise of prayer, I remain, 

YOLlr;& in the ~r~ 

~, ~----
Rev. mes P. Lang, V.E. 
Vi r for Parishes 

Copies: Bishop Moynihan 

Bishop Costello 

Archbishop Pietro Sambi 

Cardinal Claudio Hummes 

Diocesan College of Consultors 


