
November 26, 2007 

St. Mary's Church 
PO Box 441 

Jamesville, NY 13078 

Congregation Pro Clerics Prot. N. 20071311 
A postolic Nunciature of the US File No. 5922 

Rev. Cliff Auth, Chancellor 
Sr. Katie Eiffe, CSJ, Religious Education Director 
Diocese of Syracuse 
240 E. Onondaga St. 
PO Box 511 
Syracuse, Ny 13201 

Dear Fr. Auth and Sr. Eiffe: 

We received your November 11, 2007 letter regarding the religious education program at 
S1. Mary's in Jamesville. We will circulate the letter and this response to the parents of 
our religious education students. 

As you are aware, the Congregation for the Clergy is in the process of considering the 
recourse petition we submitted regarding Bishop Moynihan's decision to merge St. 
Mary's parish with Holy Cross parish in Dewitt. Two canon lawyers have advised us that 
until the Congregation of the Clergy decides the petition, St. Mary's is not fo=ally 
merged -with Holy Cross parish. They have informed us that while the petition is being 
considered, all administrative changes planned for St. Mary's are suppressed. There is an 
automatic stay. 

WillIe many families from St. Mary's attend Mass at other parishes, they have opted not 
to fo=ally join these parishes pending resolution of the status of S1. Mary's Church. 
They reriiain parishioners at S1. Mary's. The religious educationprogTaJIl at St. Mary's 
was re-started to minister to the children of these families. The program is given after the 
9:00am Sunday liturgical service. The curriculum is based upon the religious education 
offerings from last year' 5 program. The teachers are professional teachers or fonner 
religious education teachers at St. Mary's. The teachers have received VIRrus training. 



Prior to initiating the religious education program we consulted vvith a diocesan official 
who assured us that this approach was acceptable and would enable the children to 
receive the sacraments of First Co=union and Penance. St. Andrew's parish agreed 
that children who did attend the religious education pr09am at St. Mary's and were 
otherwise qualified could receive the sacraments of First Co=union and Penance with 
their classes. As you correctly point out, these sacramentS are nOl given before the age of 
reason. It was always our intent to follow this practice. 

Other parishes in the diocese are most welcoming. Nonetheless, our parish families chose 
to remain in this Christian co=unity in Jamesville. We continue to minjster to our 
families and their children. Weare reminded of Christ's rebuke to his disciples who 
wanted him to reprimand those they perceived as "unauthorized" teachers of the gospel: 
if they are not against us, they are with us. In this spirit we are with you in our joint 
effort to strengthen the Catholic faith among our parishioners. 

We are grateful for your prayers. We look forward to the opportunity of fu,cher dialogue 
with you on these and other issues. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

The St. Mary's Religious Education Team, Tue Interim Parish Council and Parishioners 



Cc: Cardinal Claudio Hummes 
Archbishop Pietro Sambi 
Bishop Moynihan 
Msgr. Yeazel 
Kathy Fitzgibbons 
Sr. Ann Ma..rie Ball 
Msgr. Kopp 
Theresa May 


