


Prior to initiating the religious education program we consuited with a diocesan official
who assured us that this approach was acceptable and would enable the children to
receive the sacraments of First Commmunion and Penance. St. Andrew’s parish agreed
that children who did attend the religious education program at St. Mary’s and were
otherwise qualified could receive the sacraments of First Communion and Penance with
their classes. As you correctly point out, these sacraments are not given before the age of
reason. It was always our intent to follow this practce.

Other parishes in the diocese are most welcoming. Nonetheless, our parish families chose
to remain in this Christian community in Jamesville. We continue to minister to our '
families and their children. We are reminded of Christ’s rebuke to his disciples who
wanted him to reprimand those they perceived as “wmauthorized” teachers of the gospel:
if they are not against us, they are with us. In this spirit we are with you in our joint
effort to strengthen the Catholic faith among our parishioners.

We are grateful for your prayers. We look forward to the opportunity of further dialogue
with you on these and other issues.

Sincerely in Christ,

The St. Mary’s Religious Education Team, The Intenim Parish Council and Parishioners
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Cardinal Claudio Hummes
Archbishop Pietro Sambi
Bishop Moynihan

Msgr. Yeazel

Kathy Fitzgibbons

Sr. Ann Marie Bail

Msgr. Kopp

Theresa May



