











attracted to St. Mary’s. As one young mother said, “St. Mary’s is a parish where
everyone knows your name”. These younger families are willing to take
leadership roles, share their talents and to infuse the parish with their
enthusiasm.

To capture that energy and with the hope of keeping Masses at St. Mary’s
beyond June, 2007, a group of parishioners has been meeting each Monday
evening since September. Everyone is welcome and Fr. Manno often attends. A
brief report of the meeting appears in the following week’s bulletin. The meetings
examined ways to make St. Mary’'s more visible in the Jamesville community and
to evangelize by contacting all households in the area. A phone survey was
conducted and the response among parishioners was enthusiastic. Ninety-one
percent of the 233 households contacted indicated that they wish to see St.
Mary's continue to offer Masses to the community on a regular basis. Ninety
percent of those who attend Mass at St. Mary’s are willing to take an active part
in the ministries of the parish. Fifty-nine percent are willing to volunteer an hour
per week. A ministry fair is now planned at the end of November to harness this
spirit.

Collaboration

The Jamesville-Dewitt School District serves the children in both Holy
Cross and St. Mary’s}. Through the medium of the J-D school system many
parents and children in both parishes know each other and have a natural
common bond. The two parishes are committed to continue to share ministries,

e.g., peace and justice, liturgy, religious education, adult faith enrichment and



youth programs as well as social events.
Conclusion

Throughout this re-configuration process we have stressed the positive.
The group meeting Monday evenings is called “Mission Possible” to accentuate
that trait. We seek, as Bishop Moynihan reminded us in his pastoral letter,
“Equipping the Saints for Ministry”, to not fear change, to leave no one behind,
and to continue to pray and care for one another and our priests.

We believe that allowing our Pastoral Care Area to minister to the people
from two sites, Holy Cross and St. Mary's, is the best plan for our PCA. It allows
for two different pastoral expressions, while preserving a distinct faith community
in a growing area. Both parishes compliment the other and are close enough to
allow for the continuation of shared ministries, programs and liturgical services.

We urge acceptance of this recommendation. We prayerfully await the
Bishop’s decision.

Sincerely,

St. Mary’s Pastoral Care Area Committee
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cc: Rev. Msgr. J. Robert Yeazel
Rev. John Manno



